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SMOKESTACKS IN TRANSIT ACROSS THE DOME OF THE CAPITOL 
A charming view from Potomac Park of one of the world's most beautiful domes destroyed by the proposed Government Power Plant 

See page 20 



The Mall in Washington is in one respect like Cen- 
tral Park in New York: wolves in sheepskins for- 
ever hang about — innocents proposing useful and 
harmless nostrums, merry foolers of the public. The 
Mall has been assaulted by those who project a Power 
House with tall chimneys in the landscape near the 
White House, Washington shaft and Lincoln Memo- 
rial ; see the above sketch. They have withdrawn the 
ugly chimneys for the nonce, but continue to dig the 
conduits for wires which center on the place near 
the Washington Monument — are they merely play- 
ing dead? 'Tis the way of 'em! 

The Botanical Gardens that interrupt the view of 
the Capitol from the other end of the Mall have 
joined the raiders and procured a Bill to still fur- 
ther block and uglify the Mall with gleaming glass- 
masses at different glittery slants. This is in direct 
opposition to the plans of the Mall elaborated and 
laid down by the Art Commission composed of artists 
and experts which was to guide further changes in 
the section between the Capitol and Lincoln Memo- 
rial. If the House also passes this Bill an appeal 
for veto will go to the President from those who 
take pride in the beauty of Washington City. 
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The formation of leagues or circles of persons in- 
terested in art is a matter that should be called to 
the attention of people in small communities as well 
as big cities. New Orleans has an Art Association 
that is taking care for this kind of "first aid" to 
artists. The idea is to hold exhibitions of the work 
of local artists, not without discrimination to be 
sure, but subject to the widest kind of selection — 
by ballotage in fact. The organization to hold these 
exhibitions will be called Friends of Art, and be 
established on a popular basis. Any one who buys 
the work of a local artist to the amount of five dol- 
lars and upwards is eligible to membership, with 



the proviso, however, that the new member agrees 
to spend every year the sum of five dollars or more 
in like manner. It is readily seen how effective and 
immediate will be the influence of such widespread 
patronage on the artists of a town, though the costs 
to individuals may be small. In practise it will re- 
sult that several or many members will pool their 
subscription whenever the object to be bought is 
costlier than suits the purse of any one member. An 
example of the latter case is an old custom in the 
Lotos Club of New York. Many pictures embellish- 
ing that clubhouse have been bought with funds 
raised by voluntary contributions of members. The 
same is true of the Century and Arts Clubs and also 
of other organizations of the kind in Boston, Phila- 
delphia and Chicago. The plan for a Friends-of-Art 
department in the Art Association of New Orleans, 
however, appears to be new in this country. If such 
popular methods to sustain art workers elsewhere 
are known to our readers, the Art World will be 
glad to hear of them. 
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The students of Philadelphia's old Academy of the 
Fine Arts are to have their own summer school at 
Chester Springs in the County of Chester, Pennsyl- 
vania. An estate of forty acres having a number of 
buildings upon it has been bought by the Academy 
for their use and behoof. It lies upon Pickering 
Creek, some miles above Phoenixville — in itself a 
name of good omen for those who give wings to 
their imagination — and offers in all directions a 
scenery full of rustic charm and romantic accidents 
of nature. There is a house for the men, another 
for women; there are several for the studios. 
Students of the Academy will have preference, and 
if all the rooms are not occupied by them, other art 
beginners will be received if they arrive with the 
proper credentials. 
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